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California Audiovisual Preservation Project 
Long-term Storage and Digital Repository 

 
The size of digital audiovisual files and their storage costs are formidable. Preservation 
video masters average 102 GB (gigabytes) and access video files average 1 GB, 
assuming a running time of 60 minutes. While online storage prices are in flux as drive 
density continues to increase, current prices for online storage are in the range of $1000 
per TB per year, leaving the annual cost (not just one-time cost) to store the CLS 
collection masters online unsustainable. Consequently, the Project has developed an 
affordable, expandable, short-term preservation solution using offline storage for 
preservation (and access) files, while the Internet Archive provides server-based 
storage, but for access files only.  
 
The CAVPP writes all files and associated metadata for every digital recording to LTO-6 
tape, makes two copies of the tape, stores them in two geographically dispersed 
locations (currently California and Pennsylvania), undertakes annual integrity checks of 
the tapes and, as needed, remasters corrupted tapes from the other copies. The 
CAVPP is planning to migrate files to new media every two generations of LTO.  
 
The Internet Archive hosts the access files on servers, with a mirror copy of the data 
kept on a geographically separate set of machines in the IA Digital Repository. 
Successes and failures to match expected results are logged and reported to IA repair 
teams, who replace failed hardware and restore content from alternate copies. 
 
Also, each partner archive is encouraged to store a copy of its digital objects on either 
hard disk drives (HDDs), a RAID, or its own servers.  
 
The CAVPP assists partner archives with digital preservation planning by 
recommending and providing ongoing consultation regarding best practices for digital 
collection care and preservation, based on National Information Standards 
Organization’s (NISO)’s A Framework of Guidance for Building Good Digital Collections 
and current expert practices in the field of audio and moving image archiving.   
 
The CAVPP recognizes that in the digital preservation field there is no one-size-fits-all 
archival standard, particularly for moving image content. File standards, storage 
capacities and the costs associated with digital collection management will continue to 
change. The CAVPP is using a series of short-term solutions with a long-term 
dedication to preservation and access. With each new phase, the CAVPP revisits and 
revises its methodology depending on technological changes and the capabilities and 
needs of the partner archives, their users, and the digital repositories, including the 
Internet Archive and the CAVPP. 
 

http://calpreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Resources-List-for-Audiovisual-Preservation-may2014.pdf#page=3
http://www.niso.org/publications/rp/framework3.pdf

